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Two is Too Many When One is Left Behind
	Technology has been the center of many evolving issues in America.  As awareness for these issues emerge, it is becoming apparent they are increasing similarly to a growing list of troubles impacting today’s youth.  Obesity, teenage suicide, and teenage domestic violence against parents are amongst these problems, and they all share a common origin- the absent parent.  Parents have migrated from home life into the working world.  In modern America’s economy, mom and dad are forced to the duality of being career minded parents in hopes of surviving the rising costs of living.  The two-income economy has become caustic to the American family.  Dialing back the economy to a single income expectancy will place parents back into families, and help reduce these growing concerns in the process.
[image: ]	It is easy to argue that being a parent means providing for our children.  Providing adequately for them in today’s economy requires an increasing income, and that typically forces both parents to take on alternative responsibilities.  However, providing for children carries a broader definition than what money can offer.  Over providing can lead to unwanted negative behavioral traits in children, including a lacking sense of gratitude and believing it is natural to receive without ever giving (Barker).  Children starving for direct attention from their parents begin pleading for material possessions.  Some experts say parents will compensate for their lost time with gifts because they are feeling guilty and “internally bullying” themselves (Barker).  Parents relieving guilt with material offerings are only allowing a temporary satisfaction as their children quickly fall back into a state of emptiness.  It is this emptiness that has children desiring new possessions that they quickly move on from, and to the next.  While both parents are sacrificing their home lives to provide, it is their loss of time that cannot be recovered.  Fortunately, admitting guilt with the loss in time to children and scheduling dedicated family time has an overwhelming success rate of reversing poor behavior by satisfying the child’s true desire (Barker).  This is just one example how a parental presence is the solution.Figure 1. Newton, Teri. "Personal Finance Advice." Two-Income Trap: Why Many Couples Shouldn’t Both Be Working For The Money -. N.p., 10 May 2007. Web. 06 July 2012.

Contributing in time lost, child care centers have become necessary in tending the nation’s children.  Busy parents argue that daycare centers can be great for the early socialization skills and scholastic aptitude children benefit from.  They also feel the required state licensing laws for childcare professionals help ease parents’ concerns of leaving their children in the care of others.  Even though daycare centers have benefited from state licensing laws, the requirements set by them are still marginally beneath the standards recommended by many expert organizations: the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), American Public Health Association, National Association for the Education of Young Children, Child Welfare League of America, and Zero to Three  (“Quality Early Education”).  Worse yet, almost half of child care centers in the US fail to meet the minimum requirements with the majority still falling into the poor or mediocre categories (“Quality Early Education”).  Striving for early quality education has been proven to improve a child’s math and vocabulary skills; however, extended time in daycare has shown to increase disruptive behavioral issues in children lasting through the 6th grade regardless of the quality of care (Benedict).  Fueling the problem is low wages for child care providers, approximately $16,000 annually, keeping highly skilled professionals from the industry and increasing turnover rates (“Quality Early Education).  This allows daycare centers to fluctuate in quality not just from location to location, but within a center as the staff changes.
[image: ]Another cost of providing in the two-income economy is the admission of daycare.  Children spend much of their time in expensive daycare facilities, increasing the cost of living in the process.  The additional cost can be up to twice the amount of public college tuition in some states (“Quality Early Education”), stabilizing and nurturing a dependency cycle towards the pursuit of prosperity and financial stability. In turn, the need to focus on careers peaks; occasionally forcing parents to leave their children in daycare centers longer.  In order to keep up with rising costs, fighting to stay ahead of competition in the work force can also equate to a need for higher education.  Educational costs might be reimbursed by an employer, but time spent away from home or focusing on school work cannot be manipulated by large margins further displacing parents from parenting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Starting with early education from childcare through college, parents want the best for their children.  Choosing a means for a better life starts with great schooling.  Private schooling is not always an option, but public schools have an open reputation which makes selecting a quality school possible.  Such notable reputations can determine the value of surrounding neighborhoods.  Housing costs rise around schools that are highly regarded due to school zoning regulations (Plumer).  Children attending top ranked schools must live within the zone of that school, forcing parents to move to expensive neighborhoods or settle for a lower standard.  Meanwhile, individual student attention drops as the number of students enrolled increases.  Although a higher education is beneficial, the cost required to be selective with schooling forces Americans, once again, to focus on their careers.Figure 2. ISAACSON, WALTER. "How to Raise the Standard in America's Schools." Time. Time, n.d. Web. 06 July 2012. 

Great schooling isn’t the only answer.  Parental involvement in schooling has been effective at improving a child’s ability to learn.  Yet, parents have had little involvement with their children’s school work.  83% of a survey of 1200 parents admitted encouragement and checking homework was important, although, they wished they could play a bigger role in their children’s education (Wadsworth).  1000 teachers on the opposing side of the survey also felt that parents could make a larger impact (Wadsworth).  69% of them believed students could have done more on their homework with parent involvement, 55% of teachers reported issues of students not turning in any work at all, and 15% felt that student violence was a resultant of parental absence (Wadsworth).  Many teachers complained that too few parents actually knew what goes on with their children’s education. Within those same surveys, an overwhelming majority of parents felt that their children’s teachers were generally concerned and caring for the quality of their children’s education (Wadsworth).
	The American family has been altered by the two-income revolution.  Time spent devoted to careers has dragged child development out of America’s homes.  Experts warn us that providing for our children is not limited to food and shelter, their time with us is invaluable and cannot be substituted.  Lessons learned in the home cannot be simulated in a school or child care environment.  Moreover, the quality and consistency of schooling and child care cannot be assured.  With the nation turning to their professions, children are expected to pick up personal accountability for homework and school studies lowering the nation’s standards for education.  Students are falling victim to diseases such as obesity and tragedies of suicide and violence in the aftermath.  Because single parenting is becoming more common, the number of children subjected to these ugly statistics can only be expected to rise.
	Turning back to the family and restructuring our current economy is a hard pill to swallow.  Shifting back to a single person income economy can allow for an improved family life, and offer single parent families more opportunities for financial stabilities.  More time can be used teaching our children to be better students, enjoying the time they have in our guidance, and relearning what makes them function as we once did.  Behavioral problems that stem from children’s abandoned desires for parental affection and attention can be avoided entirely.  The dangers presented by technologies, disease and disorder outbreaks, social traumas, and tragic trends can be identified and resolved before spreading across the country.  A shift back to personal responsibility can take place.



Forgotten On the Way Up
	Too much attention has been torn from the American family.  The responsibilities earned from becoming parents have been handed off so that society can focus on financial stability and prosperity in a two-income economy.  Government deregulation, high interest debt society, and women’s stronger presence in the work force has sealed the nation to a family environment where parents are forced to split duties in favor of a career.
	Parenting is on the backburner in modern life.  This evidence can be seen in rising trends of youth violence and teenage suicide, it is prevalent in the media and in our neighborhoods, and it has contributed to medical conditions that are increasing to a point of being epidemical.  While America goes to work, children are left to develop under their own umbrella.  
	The two-income philosophy began in the 1970s as women were seeking independence from their home life.  An extra income at that time meant more money for vacationing and entertainment; it meant a nicer television, car, or house.  As more women opened up to the idea of being a professional, women’s salaries began rapid elevation (Plumer).  Soon, two-income lifestyles became the standard, and inflation rose to meet the new average household income.  This assisted in locking us in our current trap.
Coincidentally, the 1970s and 1980s also watched as the United States government began eliminating usury laws that limited lenders to the amount of interest they could charge (Plumer).  These laws kept institutions weary of lending to high risk clients, and forced screening to be more selective.  After they had been removed, lenders began charging high interest rates to high risk clients in order to offset the risk while increasing the demographic of their clientele.  Readily available high interest credit, to a population incapable of reducing debt, helped force the economy to become dependent upon two separate incomes.  Minimum payments required only covered the amount of the loan increased by higher interest.  Then, the government made it possible for lenders to waive or subsidize down payments for housing loans which afforded high risk buyers to enter the home buyers’ market, effectively driving up the housing market further cementing America to the shackles of a two-income economy (Plumer).  America is still scrambling from the housing market crash, and houses remain unattainable for single income parents.  Even with two incomes and a solid economy, bankruptcies around the nation were escalating (Plumer).  The national government has had a major hand in binding America to a two-income economy.
[image: ]	As a result, the direct attention a child receives from their working mother or father has waned.  This has had a massive negative impact on child behavioral patterns.  Children bringing guns to school, and worse yet, firing off rounds at other children might have been the cause of bullying by peers or a dysfunction at home.  A child bullying at school is more than likely to be the product of troubles at home as well.  Children diagnosed with Attention Deficit Disorder have also hit alarming levels following the movement of the professional parents (Collum).  Juvenile diabetes has increased directly linked to the epidemic of child obesity that has swept across globally (Collum).  Teenage suicide has doubled since parents migrated to careers, and teenage domestic violence against parents has become a glaring cause for concern (Brown; Collum).  Children are finding more mediums to vent their frustrations, such as cellphones and the internet, which are attracting law enforcement agencies, and heavily baiting attention from the media.  Children are being faced with adult prosecution for committing crimes of extreme nature seeding from the absence of guidance (ProQuest Staff).Figure 4.  "THE MAJOR ISSUES FACING TEENAGERS Teen Violence, School Shootings, Cyber-Bullying, Internet Addiction, Bullying, TV Violence & Teen Suicide:." The Major Issues Facing Teenagers: Teen Violence, School Shootings, Cyber-Bullying, Internet Addiction, Bullying, T.V. Violence & Teen Suicide, by Ofer Zur, Ph.D., Offered by Zur Institute for Psychologists, MFTs, SWs, Nurses, Counselors and General Public. N.p., n.d. Web. 06 July 2012. 

	Breaking the ties of a two-income economy is necessary in implanting values back into families.  The pursuit of prosperity has come full circle on society.  Single earners of yesterday had as much extra spending money, if not more, than the dual earners of today (Plumer).  A single income economy requires equality in pay regardless of race or gender.  Women need to be able to enter the workforce as naturally as men without a biased salary.  Many markets need time to adjust down to a single income economy or the national wage standard must be raised to fit today’s inflation.  
	Government regulations of immoral loaning practices must be reconstituted.  Loans should be given to those that can afford to repay them, and should be loaned at a percentage that makes repayment possible.  Minimum payments must allow a payoff date within a reasonable amount of time compared to the sum of the loan.  Minimum payments need to be set to pay off debt- that is what deems them as “minimum.”  Down payments must be required, and subsidizing efforts needs heavy restrictions.  Responsibility in borrowing needs to be learned and enforced.
	These steps must first be taken seriously at the individual level to garner attention from legislation.  The government has much to do in reducing the available risks caused by trending back to a single-income economy, but budgeting by single families working back to a single-income economy is the point where many will have to start.  Cutting back consumerism while the economy adjusts is placed upon the burden of the individual.  The voice of the nation’s actions will have to be loud enough to spark interest from our governing officials.  Soon, following one foot after another will lead American parents back into their proper roles atop American families.  
	The cost of these changes will be heavy.  The housing and automotive markets have skyrocketed.  Inflation has adjusted to two incomes.  Moving back to a simpler economy would necessitate drastic efforts on the entire nation.  Corporate and working America would have to significantly downsize. Politicians have their work cut out for them now with government spending/debt, the war on terrorism, healthcare, and social security issues.  A change of this magnitude wouldn’t produce results overnight, and it may be decades before the damage is reversed.  
	Imagine the impact a single income economy bringing parents back into the family would have.  The need for two people to commute will be eliminated, cutting down the consumption of precious fossil fuels.  Injuries, disabilities, or layoffs will not force bankruptcies if the other parent is free and capable to pick up the slack.  Jobs would open up as a large percentage of working America migrates back home.  The need for government assistance programs should drop, as single parent families would no longer require as much assistance, and the struggle of surviving as a single young adult in America would be reduced.  Education can regain focus as parents can resume participation in the development of their children.  Escalating tragedies involving today’s younger society would decline.
	America has spent so much effort getting to the top that it has have failed to realize what has been left behind.  I hear blame being placed on everything as to why our children are acting out in violence, committing suicide, or becoming obese, but the sad truth is absent parenting.  The two-income economy that has shackled America’s future must be dismantled in favor of family, community, and moral responsibility.  Becoming aware of the tragedies in our children’s lives dictates we become a part of our children’s lives, and take back the time that we have before it is lost to another generation of ill statistics.
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